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and the simple purit and patient

!l amusement seekers last week ,nir 0r the despised Christims thus
f nd a gieat diMrsit. in the quali' cf
the offerings at the ,nffnt theatres ana
it. was a unique lasie www. euum ui -

b tlsfcd The entertainment at the Na-ti- c

tl ' The Roal FamiK wab the best
epi imen of the smart comei that has
ctine to Washington for manj ada.and
tin work of Miss Annie Russell and an
cxccptionallj efficient supporting com-ra- n

was well-nig- h perfect. "Washing-- t
mians eidentl thought well of the pla
nd organization, for the Raplej

enjoj ed one of the best w eeks of
the season. At the Columbia, The Bur-
gomaster " pleased a series of crow dec!

h ucs, and wJilIe there was much lack-Ir- g

in the musical piece, from a critical
mcv. point, the audiences were apparentl!
well patisfied with the performances
'The Onl AVa,' as presented bj Mr
Bellews compam at the Lafajette
Square, pro ed to be one t)f the most suc-

cessful productions of the season The
t nipanj was well adapted to the pla,
while the management of the stage com-- I

art-- lerj faorabl with that showed
1 Henrj Miller when the dramatization
tf the Dickens etorj was plajed here bv
him last ear Delia Tox made what will
pr bablj be her farewell appearances in
Washington, as the fcatuie of Man-- .'

gc r Chase s bill of polite audc-Ml- k

She attracted large audiences
1 ut failed to please as well as was

although hei oice Is perhaps
1 itter than it eer was Her e

and ingenuousness are missing and
I"' gles eidence of being on the route

to theatrical oblilon The eminent Mr
'JVrry McGoern, at the head of a eom-jj-

presenting the most lurid sort of
n.'odrama imaginable. The Bowery
After Dark, drew the largest audiences
if the jear to the Acaderai where the
histrionic efforts f the little lighter won
the adn,.ntcion of the tippei portions of
ic house a,jid caused no end of amuse-
ment to the oocupants of the orchestra
i hairs Hope Booth failed to develop any
marked drawing powers as the chif at-
traction of the Fads and Follies burlesque
company at the Bijou, where the busl-re-

during the week wap onl fair The
T - eam, with "Miss New York, Jr , oc-- c

ipmg the boards, was good enough to
on an & erage business

The w:eekl shift at the local houses
this week will bring to the Columbia

The Sign of the Cros ' on its fourth
Msit to the Capital, and as the Wilson
Barrett pla usually, gets out In addition
to the regular clientele of the house a
ilass of people who arc not confirmed at-
tendants of the drama, there is small
doubt but that big crowds will lie at-
tracted to the F Street theatre The Na-
tional will present Ada Rehan in "Sweet
Xell of Okl Drury. the first of the
l unierous Nel! Gwyn pieces to reach this
city The Lafayette compam will reie
I inero s admirable comed , The Ama-z-n- s,

hlle the Academj will put for- -
anl "A Texas Steer," which is aiwis

Hire of a cordial welcome In Washington
Manager Chas s ajdeville programme
wl1! be headed bj Ezra Kendall, and will
i iclude a number of other plajers who
i'-- faorabty known The Bijou will be
' cupied by the Trocadero hurtescjuers,
i lie at the Lyceum the Rent-SanUe- y

mpany t til be seen

The :i1Ion:iI dxi n.-lin-

Sweet Nell of Old Drurj " a plaj by
I j1 Kcster hat made a pronounced suc-- e

s in Iondon and Klaw & Erlanser
I e secured the American lights for
Miss Ada Rhan and will produce the
i i una for the first time in this cltj at
I I National Theatre this week, with
i .jtlneea on Wednesday and Saturday

The producing managers ha proiided
i. number of scenes of unusual magnifi-1'nc- e,

and th" character of Nell Gwyn,
with Its sauciness brimming oer with
1 i would seetn to appeal with ficclal
f r e to Miss Rehan s unquestionably
g it dramatic rifts "Sweet Nell of Old
In O tells the storj of Nell Gwn from
tif days when she toM oranges in the
jv r g s Theatre In Drury Iane to the
i ni when she lived in a hne house in
I Mall and was acknowledged the most
I pular actress of her time Ihe action

ns on the street before the Kings
ri t atre, with the lescue by Nell of Lady
ii Kia Vernon who has come to meet her
i i r Sir Roger Fairfax v ho is exiled
fr in England by Lord Jeffreys

In the second act Nell is in her own
h e In Pall Mall dressing for a recep-
tion at whirh nhe is to gie the OiHsea
almshouse to the aldermen There is amrry war of wits ntv een Nell and herrials, she gi e the almshouse to the
nldf-roe- and vanquishes the haughty la-
dies who are Jealous of her, until thevturn on her with unveiled hate The third
t t passes Jn Jeffreys Iioufc ami dialswith the secret tilal and condemnation

t the Kings meeting with Nell,
from whom he turns coldly believing
fiat she has loved Fairfax and connived
.il his assassin it ion Nell is almost de-
fined and Olhla on the brink of mar-
riage with Rochester when, as dusk falls
ZiII contrives to et Into laird Jeftnselll'ial wig and gown, sends Olivia forprotection to the Queen, and, bv legat-ing 1 er famous Imitation of Jeffreys gets
n the letters and evidence for the de-l- -

r of Fairfax
ihe curtain falls as the servants enter
ith the lijthls mi d lh" false Jaid Jef-

freys is eonfionted by the real Chief Jus--
e and the guests who have come to seetjinla matri'il to Lord Rochestet Withn laush Nel! loosen off the oilklul wig dndgown and sv.epM past her discomfited ri-

vals on Loid Lovelace f aims --borne tothe Kings TJu-itr- e in lonl Jeffreys own
I I air In the fourth ictt the tangledrish is unv, ten bv Nell, who, tl. spitethe watchfulness of her ri alt! and cuemanages to entr Whitehall Palacefind the Khigs presence and pioves toburies hex love ami lo.. altv by showingthat Fairfax returned not to make lovet , her or kill his King, but to av Olivia

' now from Lord Rochester

Colombia Tin-- Mrn of the Cri."
The Sign of the Cross Wilson Rar-ret-

strong historical drama appealing
alike to thcattegoers and to a class that

3 uoL a rule, patronize the playhouse,
will return to the Columbia Theatre to-
morrow night fur a week, with matlneis
t i iiiursdav md Saturdav 'Ihe com-pur- V

that will b Keen dimi g ihe i jinl ig
eriag i i is prufu.,l!, u srnt tb t

II T Harris inward Di Corsic, Lime
1 hurlow Maude W arrllow relita I3riee,

Scott. Micnn Shattingtr, Rita

hUlfer-- T

Inkcllc anil llessie Toner
Mr Barntt, who understands as few

others un how to effectiU stage and
lostnmc a pla, nas necr none Deiitr
work in that line than In The Sign of
the Cross- - the most successful of his
numerous productions Rome just hefoit
its downfall, wlvn ic and prodlgallfv
ruled the Unipeior and his court, and
wlun a little hand of lowK lelieers In
the new faith 01 Chribtianit-- i were hunt-i- d

like wild hcasts and put to death in
tin Koman, arena for the amusement of
a pagan nation is the bceiu of the action
of the pla The loe of Marcus Supei-bu- -

a nohh patrician, fot a Christian
million is tin central idea around which
tin stoi is constructed, a stor that tells

j of the gradual winning oer of n mm to
tne i mil 01 im; iniin im-- v uiuij
alone at first attractid him hut whose

urin and strength of faith at list led
him to a marti s uoom in me anni
Mr Barrett has alternatid between the

I cannL rtf t lltXlir of I llO Tl lITallS

heightening the effect or each The en- -
dorseTient of prominent clergjmen. both

oovmtr( nnd in England is in a
meas1lrc. for uj continued
suecess

This will be the latt oppoitunit to see
Mr Dillon as Marcus as next season
he will he starred in thib conntrj in a
new p'aA. A special bcale of prices,
ranging from 25 enhts to Jl will be adopt-
ed for this weeks engagement and there
will be a" popular price matinee on Thurs-
day at which seats will be 50 cents

The I.nfuj elfe "'I lie iiincms ji
' The Amazons," Pmero s famous comc-d- v,

is the annouiMTemenr-fo- r this week at
the Lafayette Square Theatre Pinero is
one of England s foremost playwrights of
the day, and The Amazons is one of his
most happv inspirations It is a refined,
wholesome, high-c- l is comedv, with a

erv unique plot, and i?? replete with the
funniest of situations

The story treats of the rccentriclties of
a mother who has three diut,hters and
wishes they wre sons She therefore,
dresses her girls as bovs and trains and
educates them In all the manlv aits Theli
vain efforts to be ' bovb while at least,
they are most womanlv ind winsome lass-
es create many ludicrous scenes Within
the boundaries of their vast country plice
she forces the "boys' to hunt lish.-rld- e,

swim, and train in a gymnasium piohib-itin- g

alt girlish pastimes On a visit to
London the daughters in proper attire,
meet three voung men who lose their
heartF and and forthwith follow the girls
to theii country home Eluding the
watchful eves of the guards Biirrounding
the domain the lovers gain admittance to
the grounds and uncvpectedlv meet the
three 'boys' in their hunting costumes
A most unique scene is then enacted be-

fore recognition takes place and a meet-

ing is arranged which takes place in the
gymnasinm. which the men enter by wav
of the roof. There the mother uddenlv
and unexpectedlv appears and breaks up
a scene which is the essence of rehned
comedv

Mepsrs Ormonde Wyngate and Mur-- I
nhv will nlav the thre lover" and Mi
Haswell Miss Scott, and Miss Field the
three would-b- e "bovs Miss Mackintosh
will es-- the lole of the eccentric mother.
the Marchioness of Castlejordan, and Mr
Rogers the Rev Roger Mlnchin a strong
character part Miss Ma-mr- will have
pome good comedv work in the part of
"Sergeant ' Shuter the trainei of the
'bovs John T Sullivan will be seen is
Ortfe. a poacher, and Walter Cravm and
Tred Sullivan will also be in the cat

t base'! Polite iitidet ille.
Ezra Kendall. Mr and Mrs Perkins D

Fishei, Max Waldon, thcFour Otts Nel-
lie Buit and Companv. Frederick Hurd,
Ethel Roblnon and the biograph pic-

tures will constitute the bill engaged for
Chase's this week

At first glance It Is olsered that all
but the first two named are entirely new
here, hut thev liave recently received
warm commendation in other cities where
they have appeared Ezra Kendall Is
like1 good wine, and "needs no bush ' He
is always welcome, but comes so seldom

Erit Kfiidn II. the Oimiiifil lloiioloir

as to occasion mm h dls lpi ' inlmci t
among his ardi nt admiieiP who Law foi
lowed him and his fortunes through
fane-comed- v and mlnstiilsv into vamle
vllle. He 1h h new monolofiiie, as usaal
this time, which he tails The Troubles
ol a Tramp" and tint It will detail some
nw liujtpcnlngs to the Wearv Willie who
Is the hero of Mr Kendalls humoious
esav goes vithcut sayittg Mr Kendall
enjoys not onlv distinction as a comedian
of rare attainments, "brit he writes all
the comic mattoi oontalm-- in hi mono
loguis

Another produrt of his ready pen will
be on t)ip same bill, It bJng 'J he Half-
way House." In which Mr and Mis Pei-kti-

J Fi!lier will be wtslconied back to
Oh"e's aftet a long absence it is a
quiet little rural iomd, with a palata-
ble touch of pathos Mix Walcon Is a
European character i hinge artist of con-
siderable distinction, gained prii.cipilly
bv his Impersonations of women in van
otts attractive guises He Is a recent Im
iMiitation, anil la the Eastern v audi villi
houses in whiih he has appeared has been
the recipient of very favorable mention
The Tour Otis i quartette much llk tin
Four Cohens in tin ir boisterous style of
work will ht peen In a miniature mii-plc-

comedv, 'ihe Smart Sit,' written
by Jitpiph llirt It contains a si rles of
fan n il duplications, whuh according
it lb' liisi. g' at, art worked oat to the
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accomnuiimmt of much laughter on the
put of the a.alienee. ,- -

Nellie Taut and Compiin, vlio aie also
untatnillir faces lure, will be seen in

A Ragtime rantisie," which is ci edited
as b"ng oni of the seasons audeille
successes rretleriek Jlmil hi a m igic
a I e illed A Vii.it to . Magtcann. in

hich he piomises to reeal many new
feats of black art Ethel Robinson will
be heird in ihiractii songs Among the
twehe new biograph Mews ib the latoat
picture ot King Udward rIL of England,
insppctliirr the unpen il veomam pic-Io-

to their dcpirtme for South Afrie.'

'I lie emlejii " V Tcmii "steer."
Chnrles Hovt's best play will be pre-

sented at the Academy net week It is
entitled "A Texas Stcei ' and Is a most
laugh ible satire on present d iyr politics

The opens in lcas with the elec-

tion of Maverick Brnnder, the cattle king,
to Congress Brandei is u modest man,
and does not seek ofllce The election
takes plice during his absence from home,
mil Is brought about by the ami ition of
his famih for socnl distinction and de-

sire to get out of the droiriness of life
on a cattle ranch, and In a frontier town,
to the gayer and more fashionable cir-

cles found at the National Capital
The first information that Brainier
Ins of his election that has been brought
about by the Instrumentality of thiee lo
cal politicians, Messrs Yell. Biag, and
mow, is wncn ne is -- yaniceu on m&
wagon on his neaceiul wav home, crown
ed with laurel, as was Cinclnnatus, and
brnneht In nn the shoulders tE four men,
followed b the riff-ra- ff of the frontier
town There Is some diliiculty in getting
him to serve, but this Is overcome wlnn
the crowd points guns nt his head, and de-

clares that If he is perJiaps too good to
leprcsent them in Congress, he is perhaps
too good to live

The Brandei family:! next ,seon In n
lcceptlon room at a Washington hotel,
and the scene teems-"wit- h amusing inci-
dents, consequent upon the newness of the
family to the Capital 'and Itb ways.Bfr-twee-

the llrst and second acts sufficient
time Is supposed to have elipsed foi the
Brandei family to get acquainted with
the citv, and social friction has smoothed
the geiieial appearance, manners, nd
lnblts of the famlK. The cattle king now
wears his dre-- suit with the eae of a

smokes Perrectos, and
Lmkeis after frozen absinthe The com-
edy from this point on is a delightful bit
of satire

The regular Tuesdav. Thursday,, and
Saturday matinees will be given

Ivcr ii mi's lieutz-SMinll- ej II in Ich- -
t iters.

"Snphb," according to a version that
possesses all the characteristics of satire,
sensation, and comedy, and has elsewhere
scored a hit, will be the principil new
feature of Abe Leavitt's Rentz-Sintle- y

Burlepquers. the attraction at JCernan s
this week Miss Lottie Elliott, who is
well known on the builesque circuit, will
,'ppeai in the famous role, for which her
grace and charm should admirablv 'fit
her

Uhe Rentz-Santle- v organization dates
back manv years and enjoys a 'prestige
among its competitors that Is exclusive,
but It has maint lined its standard bv the
invariable excellence of its programme,
and never returns without futures that
are new and attractive In "lloter

the llrst part, will be found a
number of Incidents that were not seen
before, as ell as much that v. ill bear
repetition The nuiiesquc, "wroauway co
r.irN. is reputti to he a scenic succibh,
i iilii-li tliA nnnolttnn prftilinlii tlio l"!!f- -
ft j tower, and the mimmoth Perils wheel
are depicted. Introducing manv novel di-

versions and a practical automobile
Incidental to the first pirt and the bui-

lesque are several ensembles that possess
merit and Include the college boys, the
night-gow- n girls the gendarmes the au-
tomobile girls, the French grlsettes, and
the American beauties

The olio will be found to be in keeping
with the general excellence of the pro-
gramme and will include Polk and Tiesk,
acrobatic mirvels. Barrington and Mar-tel- l,

vocalists, the Leonards athletic
comedians, Markev and Stev art, masters
of mirth, Charles Robinson eccentric
comedian, Klttie Bingham the dainty
soubrctte, and Ford and Dot West, sketch
aitlHt

'Ihe IHjmi "limailero Burlesquei f."
The Trocadero Burlei-quer-s come to the

Bijou Theatre this week, and the pa-

trons of this house will have in opportu-
nity to judge of the merits of this osgani-zatio- n

In its entertainment
The Trocadero Company lias the ma

terlal in its makeup to present a strictly
high-clas- s performance Two blight and

his m'U.

Ua-iu- vihlihs 'A Fifth Avenue Re-- i
eptlon ai.tl ..v N'ight at the Paris Ex-

position have been provided is the open-
ing and flnintf portions of the entertain-
ment Th costuming ip unique, ilch and
glllfjCOUS

'the olio Includes Minnie Belie, the dain-
ty coin ilk line and music.il artist. Jack
Crawford ind Riant he Washburn, vcisa-til-e

skitch teim, 'lilly Cohen and Flor-
ence Oaidins two chirmlng duetists,
Luriy Smith and Mamie Champion who
present i laughable sketih, Iluntitig a
Husbard, Nelson, Glinsenettl and De
monio qrotcsqui ccontric and ai robutlc
act and a series of living pictures

NEXT WEEK'S ATTRACTIONS.

'I In oliimhlit "Ailonii."
Next week at tne Columblu, vsllh mitl-nee- s

on '1 hursdav and Satuidiy the at-
traction w'll be Vugustus 'ihomas play
"Ailzona "

No American plav has met with a moie
dc ided success than has "Aiioin " It
first iw light cf the stagi of Uio Grand
Optia House Chicago, vhcte it met with
Instantaneous buccchs and ran for four
months to the lirgi at receipts ever

an ntti iction during a tun In Chi-iag- o

It openid this season at the Hei-nl- d
Squtie 'Jhentre. New Yoik In Sep-

tember vheie It also scoitd a suecess
U contitued for fous mo iths at this thea-ti- c

und would have undoubtedly gone

in(. it I bum 's 'llieittn '1

through the ititlic wl'dcr-ua- it not been
for other engai;emintsniatLe for the thea-
tre Arlaona is undoubtedly the best
Ameiican plav tint has-bv-e- written

and Augustus Thorn is Is undoubt-
ed lv the best and truest exponent of the
American drama TltbJpJSto Is full of
atmisphcie, it fairhj pulses with the
fiesh, Mgoious, and ictive life of the
West It has a love sttorySis tnidtr and
almost ns tragic as that at "Romeo and
Juliet, and It has a relief oik of humor
as ripe and urctuouseiis toit which Mr
Thomis his previously sjfuwn In 'Ala- -

nimi anu in .miz.oUU).

'I he itiotiiil ('.t,oodvv In.
Mr N C Goodwin .i($m1ss Maxine El-t- y

lint t i, ill an enggs'tnejit at the New
National Theatre nexbwt4?k in theti last
seasons success, ' WhTn VW-- ' Weie Twen-tv-o-

' This comedy, written b Henrv
Esmond, gives to Mr Goodwin and

Miss Elliott one of the best plavs thev
hive evei had Mr Goodwln'-- ch iricter,
Dick Carewe has serious as well as hu-

morous moments showing the veisatlhty
of the actor, and Is the most svmpathetic
role he has ever pen tray id, while Miss
Elliott has ncvei been seen to bettei ad-

vantage than In the part of Pin His
TfrccT.- tVtv tttint o- oml trtnftfr IT! T

who wins the love of the elderly Richard
Carewe

'Ihe en lie mi ".Awois the J'tielfle."
Chiiles E Blaney's latest piny, 'Across

the Pacific," will be presented at the
Academy next week. It is reputed to be
one of the finest war pioductions ever
seen on the stage Harry Cla BInney
keeps the audience in a state of laughter
with his clever specialties Mi Blinev
appears as "Willie Live,' a war cor-
respondent for a San Francisco news-pip-

A brass band, which travels w 1th
the company. Is one of its ftitures

The company is a large one and in-

cludes Robert Gaill ird, Leslie Milhe.vs.
J P Tucker, O Kane Hillis. Chinese
Johnnie W illiims, Frank Sanford, John
Carlyle. the Miners Quartette, Pearl Se-

ward, Grace Hull, Anna Lay ug, and
others

'Ihe Grniiil Otis lliitluu in A iinde-ill- e.

Otis U.ulnn, the latest eomediin to suc-

cumb to the golden allurements of the
vaudeville managers, has been en0 lged
bv Manager Chase for the New Grand
next week Mr Harlan has been making
the public laugh ever since he appeared
in Hoyts "A Black Sheep,' and iccently
was seen here In 'The Star and Gaiter'
with the Agoust fimilv of jugglers He
is one of the most versitlle of actors, and
his fun is of the unctuous kind Hi will
deliver a monologue and should prov. one
of the best drawing cuds of the season

THE PASSING SHOW.

An event to which theatrical Washing-
ton invarlablv looks forward with great
p'ea'-ui- and anticipation is the annual en-

gagement of Annie Russell, one of Charles
Frohman's most artistic and de'lghtful
stars Miss Russell has been called charm-
ing, refreshing, and dainty along with
all their svnonvms, until the suppij 0f
adjectives lias been wcll-nlg- h exhausted
In describing her. The best part of It
seems to be that thev all fit her like the
proverbial Move, and she Is greeted regu-- 1

irly bv large audiences, composed for
the most part of the le set
at the Capital Miss RuVgfell combines the
art of the actress wltnifne charm of the
woman so closely thatsft is difficult to
say just which predominates Then she
Is usuallv surrounded bv i splendid com-
pany, at whose hands the play receives
its best Interpretation f"I made mv debut when I was eight
years old." said Miss tussoll to a Times
representative one nlghtjriaring the week,
"as one of two childrcnln a play cilled
'Miss Moulton,' and with the exception of
three vears of Invalidism Ihave been act-

ing ever since I am' perfectly ehaimed
with my present play, "and particularly
with mv part The Winces is a very
lovable woman and very real, with much
more charactei to her Credit than Miss
Hobbs. whom I Impersonated list voar.
Miss Hobbs was lntenselv amusing but
exaggerated, and at times she c ime verv
near being a oarlcature

The er enqulied of Mips Rus-
sell how uhe liked bclngtup a tree, but
quickly explained that a scene in the
plav was referred to

Oh. it eems quite natural.und not the
least bit difficult for me to climb, because
I do that sort of thing very ofti it when
J can get far enough away from the pub-
lic I am extremelv fond of outdoor ex-

ercise of all kinds I enjov hoisebick
riding Immensely and am an enthusiastic
sailor I m afraid, though, that I shall
have little opportunity to Indulge in anv-thl-

of the sort this yeai for 1 have
but ten weeks vacation and it is all too
short We close the latter part of Miy
ind in August start on our wav to the
Pacific Coast I am very anxious to plav
in England again, for when 1 was there
eveivbody treated me so beautlfullv that
I shall be very glad to so bfek I was
born In Liverpool, do it Is rather natural
that I should fed an interest in England
'A Roval Family' was produced there
befori being given in this country, and
Miss Hobbs saw the light of day in

London aftei its American success, so I
shall have to have a new play before
venturing across the vCater, for I could
not afford to take an old one 'A Royal
Tamily v as not a success there, al-

though It has been just the reverse In
Amenc i We plive.l a phenomen illy
successful six months engagement at th
Lyceum Theatre. New York, last fall and
after the Western trip v e will renin to
that house for a run, during which a new
plav will be put in reheaisil the mme
of which is not for publication just vet
As to anv other plans, I have none Like
any otln i actress I am anxious to play
Shakespeare, but then one never knows
what one mav do Some future dav
miybe 1 shall find myself plaving fulict
but I really cannot see that far, and its
best not to be too curious after all

Herbert Kelcey and Eflle Shannon have
failed at Wallick s Theatre, New Yoik
in what the critics say Is a bad dramati-
zation of Manon Lescaut Sundiy other
dramatisations are now threatened and
Manon promises to loom up is the ciaze
next season quite as Nell Gwynn has been
this season

It is worth noting by the way that
Randolnh Hartley anil George Taggart
made a dramatic version of the famous
novel last stimmei for Bervl Hope and
she will probablv produce it soon 'ihrir
version is said to possess leal dram ittc
value v hich according to the critus,
the Kelcey -- Sh union does not

Sandol MHllken, who has made a hit
as Jcffeison Dc ngells leading lady in
"A Rov il Rogue, has been acclaimed as
a wondci for one v ho leaped into musical
comedy straight from the legitlmite
dram t Put the knowing ones who have
written he: down as such do not seem to
retail that she seived n apprenticeship
in the late Augustln Dalv s mush til i v,

thin vv hie li no school e ould hive
been better

'1 he Amelia Bingham ronipnuv will
practically Intact next season, .Miss

Bingham having extended her contracts
with the principil members of the organ-I-iitio- n

now appe irlng In Ihe Climbers
it the Riiou Theatre 'I hose
'ntlude Robert Edeson Flunk Worthing.
Feidltnnd Gottsch ilk fohn Flood, .limes
Biinittt SturMs Ed wild More I ind,
Henrv Waiwlek. Minnie Dtipree, Clara
Bloodgood Madge Cair Cook, and Flor-
ence Llovd

Charles Dalton, the leading m in of The
Sign of the (.') oss ' e omparry- sty . regard-
ing the influence of W ihoi Bunelts cele-
brated lcliglous plav on the mode in dra-
ma

"When Mr Barrett ojinoutl'cd an elabo-
rate and costly production of The Sisu
of the Cioss at the Lne Theatie some
five ycais ago the un inimous prophecy
of those consult nil an authority on

m utcrs was tint the piece would
be a dite failure 'the public doesu t want
religion in its amusement, it ,joes to Uw

theatre not to leant a lesson, but to Jt
amused ' thev iserttd

' Had this prophecy been teallzed f do
not billove that such books as Ben Hui'
and 'Quo Vadls would have bun di uni-
tized while thousands of clergymen and
lellgious people would still be ntrangeis
to the inside of a theatie histoid of com-
mending is thev now ne the production
of pliys that instruct and amuse at the
same time Theatrical managers, like
other shiewd buslntss men, invest theit
monev where thev think It will brliiR the
lirgept returns 'liny produce the kind
of plays tint in theli retlmution, will
best please the public The men who
would not have cunsidtrid for a moment
the production of ihe Sign of tht Cross'
when it was unknown were impiessed
with the desirability of cateilng to the
large lias;-- of pi e pit known as 'nori-the-

tregoers' who iackcd the house wherever
It was plaved

' What was the lesulf Managers at
once set to work to obtain plays that
bv their title and subject would appeal to
those who know only of the stage what
they have learned from 'The Sign of the
Cioss, playwrlters began reading sacred
history in starch of material for dramas
one of them turned rrom tne writing of
comic operas to dramatic Quo Vnd's,
clergymen not only commenced to nttend
performances of pieces whoe titles sug-
gested a religious subject The Christian.'
The Little Minister.' and 'Ben Ilur but

in many cases to pi each and wilte of the
wholesome Influence of such plavs, and.
most important Jit all for the future of
the religious drama the box oihee

proved to be much mo-- e satisfac-
tory nnd the inns longer than during the
davs when fai monopolized the
stage "

Not the least Important part of lra
Kendall, who is at Chase's Theatre this
week, Is a tall, ancient tile Kendall has
alwavs affected hats ot ancient lincagu
in his monologue, and the one he is now
using was made over thirty years ago
It holds Its ae well, and the fur Is yet
In excellent condition. Ihe comedian
bought It in Baltlmoie several years ago

'J was frightfully afraid I was not go-in- ,?

to get It he said, In speaking of his
beaver "It was just whit 1 wanted and
I feared the old gentleman who sold It
to me would go hick on his bargain tie
told me it was over thirty years old, and
It looks the part I have received many
compliments about It It cert itnly Is a
corker It would have to be n high com-
pliment that would be as elevated as the
tlU, howcver'

Bt sides Irs hat. Mr. Kendall carries the
smallest trunk of any artist In the vau-

deville business Even the trunk used
by Chiqufta is much larger" than the
comedian s It Is a hat box He stuffs
the hat In the regular nporture made for
It, places his shoes one on each side, his
collar and cuffs and tie in the hat, anel
is ready He can carry it himself, and
says he takes no chances about Its being
miscarried As he uses no mike-u- p or
costume, other than changing his collar,
his complete wardrobe is carried in the
hat box

Search the list of stage favorites for
sc isons back and no more popular or
widely known actress can be found than
Delia Fox, whose fame mav be dated
from the time when she was first asso-
ciated with De Wolf Hopper, in whose
productions she was to put It plainly
' half the show " The comic opera, or the
musical comedy stage, "is; it now appears
to have become, has brought out

In the past five years wo-

men famtd for thein benutv, soubrcttes
who have burst forth into the public eye
through some possible eccentricity , but
withal there Is noneto bo. found who can
trulv claim to be In just the same class
with Delia Fov. She stands at the head
of her line with more he irts dangling
from her chatelaine than any three lat-ter-

tv soubreUes can boast of, and de-

spite all that may be said to the con-
trary , her ability to pack a house and to
draw hei e "allowance' is the
same as when she used to don the white
fiannils in "Wang and sing of 'A
Prettv Girl' and sundry other things

And this is just what Miss Fox did all
last week at the Grand, and very like old
times did it seem to see and hear her,.
One was even driven to expect to see
De Wolf Hopper tower in and make
things llvilv, for Hopper can make but
then that s another storv. However, to
eet back to Miss Tox She had just fin-

ished lit i act one afternoon when a rep-
resentative of The Times knocked at her
dressing room door

"1 m verv glad to know that the pub-
lic is still interested in me, said the
comedienne, ' and it seems almost

to say that I am still inter-
ested In the puulic They have been mv
verv good frli-nd- s lor a long time, and I
lo e them individually and collectively. I
have been in vaudeville now for twenty
weeks, and half of that time has included
Sundny performances, so I nm pretty well

d out I close here Saturday night,
and will be very glad to rest

' My gie itest grief Is that my voice is
not what It might be The pipeis are
good enough to say. 'She is the same Del-l- a

Fox she looks well,' ttc, and Inti-
mate, if thev do not sav it outright,
that I cannot sh g Now, who ever said
I could' In my comic opera career my
soups v ere alvvays little, light affairs
that d'pended mainly on the acting for
their acceptance Now I am singing
them straight and they do not setm the
same 'the scenes are missing, there 13

no chorus, and. m fact, the background
is not there and the blame is laid on me
Of course, I do not think of comparing
myself to Henrv Irving.'vand the Fox
twinkle gleamed, "but take living out of
his plavs. let down a drop and push him
out front to entertain a house Where
would he be' So if I had a scene as, for
instant" the bright little on which pre-
ceded 'V Pretty Gill' in 'Wang the
difference would be apparent immediate-
ly. And how good those people in front
are to me' It hurts me very much when
I realize whit little voice I have '

' slmll you return to comic opera.' ' ask-
ed the interviewer

' No I hardly think so Comic opera
Ins itased to be a paying investment 1

sh ill t,o abroad with mv husband this
sumniei ind if a suitable piece c m be
secured I mav go out next season but it
is all so Indefinite that I cannot reallv
tell what I shall do All 1 am thinking
of just now is to get to my home In New
York, which I hardly know, because I

huve been on th load continually since
my marilage Mv glimpses of home
sweet home hive been few, but enough
to juslifv my anxiety to get back
and rest However. I have no Intention
of gmng up the stage The public has
been too good to me to allow me anv de-sl- ti

to It ave it and the success ot my
vaudeville tour has shown me that I still
have my old place In the-- hearts ot tht
people

Manager Chase is prep irlng for a sprln,
amusement campaign with unusual vigor
Judging from the list of new attractions
he has seemed it is evident tint he is
itn mptlng to outdo all his previous ef
forts In Intiodutmg vaudeville no. cities
here In speaking ot his plans, and en-

gagements he said
First of all I have been fortunate in

securing the Pageant of AH Nations,
which has run the whole season in Bos
ton li is a sines of wonderful scenes
matted by fifty young women I expui
it to prove the most artistic and sittsiac
tmv ot any of tlte numerous elaborate
acts tver ptcsented in my house Another
equally important engagement is that of
Ma ret I s Tableau ivants' which was

brought to this country e irly this season
and bus not been seen outside of New

ork It surpasses in beauty and novcltv
anything of the kind that has ever htm
attempted Anothei booking is the rt
Studies wluili an now being present-1- '
by Mi Keith in his vaudeville houses
and whiih possess genuine artistic beamv
being veritable lepioductions of some ot
the v oild s greatest artists Fanny Rit
the tltvei totueditnne in hei vaudevill'
version of Nell Gwyn is still another con
tract I have inidt '1 he pi ly is by Mi
Robert Griffin Mortis, a play w tight whi
livid in this city some veins ai;o, ind in
it Miss Rice his scon d a pronounced suc-
cess in vaudeville I shull bring Mr. lul-Hut- d

back in The littlist Girl, by aP
odds the btst dramatic skttih I havi ever
witnessed, and one thit makes i strong
Impiession upon an audience 'Ihe Stra-kosc- h

Optra Comptnv, hendtd by A verv
Str tkosch the n prima donna
will be along this spiing I am also nt
gotiatlng with the Agoust fimilv. win
slnci quitting their starring vcntuie I"
Tht Star and Gxrtei are in great di

mind among vaudeville miungeis Most
pletsing of ill in an artistit sense, is tla
news tint Cissy I oftus will be sCmi
shortly Miss Loftus is aiming hiKh anil
his surioundtd heiself with i i nnip my
and presents a little skitch in which she
his abundant chance to prove hei vti-- s

itllitv I have otheis in prospect w h
will be annoumed when toi. tracts uv
sigiud

It is such t ilk as the following a vn
It ible leeonl of a conversation hrtwtin
two young v omen who are engaged in
one of Wishlngtons prominent stou
tint diives stiong men to despair mil In
cideiit illv heightens the guyetv of

'Ihe speakers pieside over ad
joining 'otinteis and nilthci seemingly
tikes the slightest notice ot the hilf doz
en oi so impatient tustomers

Sav Mamie, I w is up and sten the
stKk companv last night with Harry

Was you ' IIov is it '
Oh, just ptifeclly d Ormo-i- 't

is the sweetest thing in the world Sav
do you know that I'ncv Hasw ell's hit i

bind was here last week in that "Fn-l- e.

filed Bread show over at the Colum-bl- i'

' as lie ,' '
Yts, his name is Fassett, oi something

like that
"Huh-- lt Isn t a vciy swell name, is it
"It ain t halt so pretty . s Ormondt

Plant he Bates Is coming to the Columbn
soon in lit i play Lndct Two Flags.' 1

wouldn't miss the Thursday ni tnee for
anything You know tliat s tb only
chance Ormonde will hav. o pi anil I
just want to see the w?ay he looks at her
you know ho was awfully In lov with
her. '

When the next theatrical season opetos
It is very probable that; new star wilt
be Hashing in the firmament o' Shakes-
pearean tragedy a stnc of magnitude,
whose sctntillatlons will cuise, othtrjio-die-s

In the theatrical li avens to pale Into
the Insignificance of nebulous dosuetudft.
May Irwin threatens to play Juliet'

The making of this nnriTinement Is
authorised by the hefty comedienne. wJio
has been scsjlng the altitudes of comedy
foi several years and who now popes on
s lofty a pinnacle of suecess that she
reqtihes a spyglass to discern comjjetitp&s
struggling below her so her press agent
states in a burst of eonndonce unusual
for one engaged in an occupation of which
the chief requisites are reticenca and
modesty.

But comedy has begun to pall on Mis
Irwin She Is so funny at all times
another betrayal of the press agent s con-
fident etbut she has contracted insomnia
from situng up nights to laugh at the
comical things that suggest themselves to
her. Ihls sort of thing of coure. dis-
tresses her, for in this era of snug fitting
garments It Is Impossible for one to. laugh
silently In one's sleeve, and her explosions
of mirth are prone to dlsAurb other pa-

trons of the hotels In which she abides
while triumphantly In transit Therefgre,
Miss Irwin has about concluded to aban-
don the merry gag, the footllght chortle
the gay quip, the festive come-bac- and
other wiles of the comedienne and have
herself warped Into the balcony with other
Juliets

"Why shouldn t I play Juliet'' ' demands
Miss Irwin 'The public seems to
want Juliets. Now, it has the bantam-
weight in Miss Auams, the lightweight
Juliet in Miss Arthur, and the middle-vclg- ht

in Miss Marlowe Why not a
heavyweight Julicf 1 could go on at the
weight with less than three weeks train-
ing and put up a Juliet that would make
a lot of them quit You know it has
long been my ambition to close my stage
career in the legitimate, and 1 think
Juliet is a part that Is just fitted to me
I have given the character much study,
and, although the part is heavier than
my past work, so am I.

'I think Juliet acted with considera-
ble lack or Judgment to cut herself nil
up in the tomb when she found that Ro-
meo had killed himself Now. if I put
the show on, L shall change the end of
the last act. I can't stand for that sui-
cide business 111 have Juliet collect Ro-
meo s life Insurance and hav e a good
time with the money.

"1 have thought at times that other
lines could be improved and some of the
situations and business could be better-
ed. Now. vou know that show was first
put on a long time ago. away back be-

fore Maurice Pairymore got into 'voad-- v

eel.' and they weren t quite the goods,
don t you understand' Ihey had a lot
to It irn Tor instance, v hen Juliet locks
the door of her room and drinks up a
lot of dope that the druggist fixed up for
her, nobodv knows what it is If 1 put
on Juliet I'll have a light Manhattan
cocktail served for that potion scene

"In looking over the cast of charac-
ters I see they have one njmed Samp-
son Now, when I put on 'Juliet I 11 give
Schley and Dewey a show, too I don t
know that Sampson is so very many if
he'd just count himself He s not the
only admiral on the bridge And speak-
ing of the east. I think It would bo bet-
ter from all standpoints, including the
b."Iconv, to cast Ignacclo Martinettl for
Romeo, and Joseph Sparks for Mercutio
As frr the other characters It might be
a good Idea to work the 'Fncle Tom s
Cabin' idea and have a double company
tv o nurses and four Canulets, and all
tint Certainly if Maude Adams is

to one nurse I ought to have two-o- ne

to guard each side of me. or they
could take turns, four hours on watch
and four hours off. or something like
that I have also been thinking that it
might be feasible to get up an all-st-

company and have Mabel Fenton, Marie
Dressier and mvself cast for the 'Merry
Wives of Windsor.' although. I suppose,
ther' would be difficulty in finding some
one to play the part of Mr Windsor.

' I hav e an ambition to plav repertoire,
too I had some thoughts of 'Desdemona
You see if I play Juliet I couldn t Intro-
duce my toon songs because Juliet had
no voice But as Desdemonn I could cut
loose In that show I could have a 'coon
husband, Otheilo ard vihen I start in
making d .tes with Iago I could give
Othello the laugh and sing 'AH Coons
Look Alike to Me Ther-- later on. when
he gets wrathy and starts to hunt up a
new flat I would sing, 'Well. You Mav
Go But This Will Bring You Beck, and
hed have a chance to sing I Guess Tnat
Will Hold You for a While when he
plants that pillow on mv faie After all.
1 m beginning to think the Desaemona
character would be the better of the two
I don t want to drop mv 'coon' songs and
that would give me a chance to use
them I could sing mv new one to Iago

I ve Got Troubles of Mv Own.' and
Othello and I could work In a cakewalk
and buck dnnces, just before he hands me
the feather bed, and after the smothering
scene Othello could ring in another new
song of mine by changing lb" sev and

tng 'Ive Laid Her on de Shelf The
more I think of tint Desdemona charac-
ter the more I like It "

The Rentz-Santle- y Is about the only
trademark left of the multiplicity- - of
attractions which M B Leavltt at one
time owned and directed, and Its survival
ird popularity may in a large measure
be attiibuted to the shrewdness ot Abe
Leavitt, one of his brothers, who for
yiars. was its advance agent and who,
v.hen the crash came that sent his broth
e r to the wall, practically assumed con
tiol of the organization, and has tena-cious- lv

clung to it until today he enjoy s
something moie tangible than a leputa-tio- n

while his brother gets nothing but a
am ill rovaltv from the suecess he found-
ed a cmarter of a centurv ago Another
brothel Ben who managed the Rentz-Santle- v

companv when Abe v. as in ail
vane- - died iccently but not before he
hid I'stablishe 1 two theatres at Pat

and acquired other interests whlen
promised muih more than he could hive
evei hoped for In M B Leavitt s strvice.
from which he withdrew. It n.!ght be
saiu last m time

It might be impossible to trace the
cause of M B Ia'itts reverses at this
late dav, although it has been scarcely
i isht veins since he was one of the lead-
ing and most responsible burlesque sum
i;h rs but his failure is no more remark

than the success of men who wtre at
one time or anothei in his service nota-
bly ;eorge Wr Ledettr until lecentty of
the New Y'ork Casino and I ondon Shaftes-mir- v

v hei was one of his managers
ud tin lite Sam T Jack who was one of
ins tr as uers it mav be interesting to
rte.il! In this connection especially when
the Rtntz-Santle- y is all that snrvives,
tin suecess with which Sam T Jack met
when he boldlv booked th Ltly Clav
Comp iny in lus own name and turned to
ldvantige an attraction which M fl
Le ivitt hid abandoned but whiih h

v initially claimed, and for which he de-

manded lecompense when he saw another
succeed where he had tailed

The public of tin hears trange stories
iliout tin fabulous ' ilarles paid operatic
stars for appearing befote the footlights
foi t bo ut thlitv minutes, the time occu-
pied m dressing eti being, of course
thrown in '1 Inse amounts are often

exaggerated but it is a fact
that the serv ici s of music I ms and singeis
w.ie nevti valued as highly as thev are
at piesent It seems lo mike no differ-tii- n

whether a man N i singer or i nlav-e- r,

if he Is at the top he tan command his
vvn silirv 'Ihe stu pianist can make

us mui li money as the stai tenor
A r is, in point is that of a well-kno-

sinhty woman In a Western ilty who
thought i few weeks ago that shi was

n the point of epcuiing the services of
Gabrilowitsth the planl-- L Gab- -

ilowitsih is a seiond Paderewskl 11 s
mi of this country has been nn.

ov ition and the matinee girls, as
ivt-1- as the irtists h.rve bowtd down it
lit-- , shrine This new hero of the music il
world was booked to pliv in the W'estnn
town and the announcement of his com-p- g

i rased quite a flutter so much so
that a society dlcta'or of the piai de-

eded it would be a verv smait ihtng to
ngage the talented pianist foi a privati

mini, she lo invite fifty or sixty of the
'ocil four hu nth eti and thus make her
footing in society the more setuie

Cm respondence was opened and In an-

swer to the querv If Mr Gahrilowitseh
could be secured foi a private hearing
the night before his public recital, the
answei tame Iwn k e

'Ihe lady was naturally delighted for
all that lemilncd hi h r opinion wi, to
accept his tcims Gabrilowitsth has a
shrewd manager however, and soon a
contract was sent on fi r signature It vras
the first Intimation as to the pi ice and
the services of a specialist In cases of
heait trouble was neeesstrv when the l.adv
dlseoveied that she had practically con-
tracted to pay $1000 tor an hours

It is needless to say the alair
' "was postponed

'Lovers Lane ' at the Manhattar, New-Yor-

begins its third month vith lordlal
ipprobatton and overflowing houses it
i mirthful, whole some and an alto;? ther
delightful portrayal of lfe t.i a .nnli

towm. It is in Clyele Fitch's merrbs, ,i
most brightly satlrleal vein, ami has a
love story of infinite charm. Th produc-
tion, as devised by William A. Brady is
without a Haw Every player Hts the ehv-act- er

assumed but special honors fall to
Ernest Hasting as the minister Millie
James as the little hoyden. ' Simplicity- -
Cltartes W. Swain as Ua orra hojJM man-
ager and Wit poster, Nar-tt- Con; slock
as the clergyman a BWfretneirt and Emllv
Wakeman as the schonimistri.
The apple orchard, the b.vtrs walk, and

the quaint street scene li EddvavlUe irevery Beautiful stage pictures In Lov-
ers Lane Mr Brady Ins fnuna a na3fas pleasing and popular as Way Down.
East'

"The Silver SHpner, ' a new mneUal
comedy by Owb Hall and Leslie Stuart.
composers of "Flerodora, will be

in London Tuesday night Th
American rights to the plec liavf been
secured by John P Fisher, manager of

riorodora " who will bring it over here
next season.

Nell Gwyn lias been used as the rantral
figure of several stage plays, as well as
in Paul Kesters comedy drama "Sweet
Nell of Old Drurv, In which Klaw Si

Lrlanger present Ada Rehan In the title
role The first Nell Gwyn play of which
there Is any historical knowledge was en
titlwl "Nell Gwyn, or The Prologue,
written by Douglas Jerrold andat Covcnt Ganlen. London, in January,
JSS3 The author in his prefice to theplay says "While we may safely i eject
as unfounded gossip many of the stories
associated with the name of Nell Gwyn,
one cannot refuse belief to the various
proofs of liberality, and

taking into consideration her subsequent
power to do harm absolute goodness of
a woman mingling from her earliest years
in the most depraved scenes of a most
dissolute age "

This play was founded on the famous
"Hat incident. The setond plav on the
subject was a musical extravaganza acted
at the Royalty on January 12. 1S71, with
Fmmellne Cole as Nell, Rose Coghlan as
Charles, and Arthur Williams as the
Duchess of Cleveland On May 1. ISTs. at
the same theatre, Emely Fowler appeared
as Nell In the first representation of the
play bv W G W Ills The comic opera,
music by Robert Planquette with a li-

bretto by II B Farnie. was given at
the Avenue Theatre, London, February
7, 1SS-1-. with Florence St John as

These various stage representa-
tions were more or less successfu. but
it remained for the first production bf
Mr Kester's play at the Garrlck. Lon-do-r,

lust season with the beautiful Julia
Neilson in the title role, to set all England
talking and to Jtart a veritable Nell
Gwyn craze The play ran all Lut sea-
son to enormous houses Klaw &

discerning that the character of
Nell Gwvn as drawn by Mr Kester was
one peculiarly fitted to Ada Rehan s un-
deniably gre it dramatic gifts, secured the
American rights

Phoebe Dav les, w ho is to personate the
title role when William A. Brady and
Joseph R. Grismer produce "Betsy Ross"
in Philadelphia, April 15, has been mak-
ing exhaustive research and has formed
personal acquaintance among the Clay-poo- ls

and Ashmores, who are lineal de-

scendants of the fair Quakeress who
made the first American flag One de-
lightful old lady, a granddaughter of
Betsy Ross, remembers her distinctly,
and detects a striking personal resem-
blance between her and the actress who
Is to Impersonate the mimic character.
Like the famous heroine of Revolutionary
times. Miss Davies is petite of figure,
w Ith the same dark brow n ey es and hair.

Klaw & Erlangers revival of "The
Merchant of Ven'ce, in which they wjll
present N. C Goodwin and Maxine El-

liott as Shy lock and Portia, respectively,
for a spring tour of twenty cities, will
be played but twenty-eig- times. Thfs
attraction will be seen in this city but one
time only, at the National Theatre, Tees-da- y

evening, May 21

The announcement that Manager Frank
McKee has engaged Augustus Thomas to
write a new farce-comed- y for Peter F.
Dailey s use next season, shows very
clearlv which way the wind Is blowing In
this department of the theatrical world.
Mr. McKee, who through his long asso-

ciation and partnership with the late
Charles Hovt probably knows more about
farce-comed- y than almost anv manager,
was quick to realize that the day when a
bright star can carry a trashy fourth-rat-e

play is over
This year Peter Dailey triumphed, not

on account of Hodge, Podg" &. Co.,"
but In spite of It. anil owing to the fact
that Mr. JIcKe had surrounded him
with a good company

Next vear, with a man of Augustus
Thomas powers to write for him. Mr.
Dailey ought to prove a greater success
than ever. Ihe only wonder is that some
of the farce-comed- y stars hau not se-

cured Mr Thomas services before. Of
course he Is expensive and demands the
same royalties for a farce-comed- y that
he receives for a serious play, but even
o it Is better to pav a little more money

and secure a plav that the public comes
to see, not only once, but many times,
than to plav to almost empty benches In
a play that costs a mere song.

The same is equally true of the drama-
tist d novels It Is safe to say that if Mr.
Ihomas. Mr I'itch, or som" other first-cla- ss

dramatist had been engaged to
dramatize some of the novels which have
b.en so butcnered this winter th result
at least would nave been something that
bore some semblance to a plav The
onlv time when this experiment was tried
this vear it proved a great success Paul
M Potter, a practical playwright, was
engaged to dramatize Under Two
I Ugs me result was a melodrama,
which, however it mav offend some of
Ouidas adherents by the way In whleh
it has twisted her storv. is a ripping good
sensational drama, and one which, in tne
long run, will com more money than all
the lame halt blind, and knock-knee- d

dramatizations put together.
But it Is not quite fair to hold the the-

atrical managers responsible for these bad
dr .matlzations The publishers of the
novels are more at fault The enormous
success which 'Trllbv scored when Mr.
Potter dramatized it has made the man-
agers demand such enormous roaltfs
tor the use of their successful books that
ifter agreeing to pay them the manager
who secures the order finds that, to keep
his expenses within bounds. It will be
impossible for him to pay the price oi a
really good playwright This is a matter
which the publishers would do well to
turn over in their minds, for unless fu-

ture dramatized novels are turned toto
well-mad- e plays which can stand on tMr
own legs publishers will have to wnlaue
for their royalties and managers for tfceftf
audtences

The stock company which ran for two
seasons at Hie Lyceum Theatre. Bali
more, under the direction of J. W. Al
baugh. jr will be revived for a summer
season, with as many of the orlgtoal
members as can be secured The house
Is leased for a term of years by Ma-ag- ei

Chase, of the Grand, of this city.

Charles Dalton. the English actor who
has been at the head of the "Sign of the
Cross company for the last five sea-

sons, will star in a new play next ftdl.
The announcement that he was in search
of a new play was made in a New Yorlc
paper not long ago. and must have been
copied extensively as Mr Dalton has re-

ceived offers of manuscripts from alfr over
the country Many of these offers are
from struggling young authors who com-
plain that owing to the refusal of mana-
gers and actors to recognize real genius
their light is hidden under a bushel They
then express the hope that his may be the
hand to raise the bushel. The following
communication was iccently received by
Mr Dalton

Dear Sir I have written a play that
viHild exactly suit you. and I am willing
to let you have It on easy terms i know
that a lot of folks write actors and offer
them plavs thit are rotten, but this Isn't
one of that kind, though. I have taken a
lot of time writing It, and I know a lot
about the drama because I have a couple
of billboard tickets every week. My
father who is a religious man and never
went to a show, cried hard when I read
him the part wheie the hcio is dying Anil
talks about bright angels Father said
he had no idea the stage was like that.
You see he has judged it bv the pictures
on the boards ami In the windows

Iv plav Is 1 storv of today, but I
think pei haps if vou were to make Jt a,
Roman plav. so vou could wear tights, Jtwould be even more of a tremendous sm
ct ss I hav e seen y on in 'The Sign off thi
Cross and yoa are all right. I thlak.
though that there is not enough eonnslyr
In your part I have brightened up iny
piece by Introducing a very catchy song
antl dance Don t let that keep you from
taking it though, as the steps are very
easy to lei rn

Fanchon Thompson made her debut In
musical couitdv r cently. tepiaclng JK ne
Geotge In th Lcndnn production of ' Th
Belie of Bohemia Manager LowenfeUl
of the Apollo Theatre, where the peco
is running will 'eiture Miss Thompson
1 i nev i m i wn eh he has corimls-snna- d

J i .r Goidwm to write.


